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KENTUCKY SCHOOL UPDATES  
  

TECHNOLOGY AND EDUCATION 

  

THE BASICS OF THE LAW 

  

Kentucky Education Technology System (KETS) 

 

 Technology tools are used to enhance the learning experience for students and assist 

educators as they work to reach college and career readiness for all.  Technology tools 

include a wide range of electronic devices such as computers, Smart phones, e-readers, hand-

held wireless devices, tablets, laptops, networks that connect technology devices together 

within the school and to the world, the Internet, student and teacher e-mail, video 

conferencing, productivity software for students (word processing, databases, spreadsheets, 

presentations), Smart Boards and other intelligent classroom projection devices, instructional 

tools and software, administrative software (student, teacher, administrator, school and 

district data for strategic decision making), telephones in the classroom, classroom video and 

television, remote access from home to school technology services and resources during 

school and after school hours and others as advancements are made. 

 

 The 2013-2018 KETS Master Plan is required by law and includes plans related to 

purchasing, developing and using technology to enhance the learning experience of students 

and prepare them for higher education and the workforce.  The current Master Plan is the 

fourth since the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990 when technology was included as a 

tool for learning and data management. The vision for technology is that it will improve 

teaching, learning, efficiency, statewide collaboration and transparency to parents and the 

community. Additionally a driving principle is to provide equity of access and opportunity 

for all students. The current plan is more closely aligned with Kentucky’s strategic plan for 

preschool through high school and reaching college and career readiness for all students. For 

more details search for 2013-2018 KETS Master Plan at www.education.ky.gov.  

 

 School districts must match state funds dollar-for-dollar to receive state monies. Districts use 

state, local and federal funds (from NCLB) dollars to meet their technology needs. They 

also use the federal E-rate for discounts.  

  

Standards 

 Technology Standards for Students, Teachers and Administrators. Kentucky has 

established technology standards for students and educators that follow national standards 

established by the International Standards for Technology in Educations’ (ISTE) National 

Education Technology Standards, the International Technology Education Association 

(ITEA), 21
st
 Century Skills and the American Association of School Librarians/Association 

for Educational Communications and Technology. The Education Professional Standards 

Board (EPSB) has adopted comprehensive teacher technology standards for both new and 

experienced teachers to define performance criteria for teacher evaluation and planning for 

professional growth. Adoption of this technology standard has changed the way teacher 

http://education.ky.gov/districts/tech/kmp/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.education.ky.gov/
http://education.ky.gov/districts/tech/taps/Pages/Tech-Arch-Standards.aspx
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preparation programs at the state’s colleges of education are preparing teachers. All standards 

can be found at www.education.ky.gov by searching for Technology Standards. 

 

 Standards for the purchase of technology have been established and the state must bid for 

technology equipment to get the best price and services. This ensures equity across the state 

for districts that do not have strong buying power or are in rural locations. State and district 

funds can only be used for equipment that meets KETS standards and is on KETS contracts. 

 

 

Technology Resources 

 
 The Department of Education, Council on Postsecondary Education and the Education 

Professional Standards Board have moved in recent years to provide more information, 

training, communication, access to tools and applications through web-based services as a 

way of providing more efficient use of time and resources. Websites for each of these entities 

offer information on almost all aspects of their respective responsibilities. Among those 

resources are the following programs or websites.  

 

 The Kentucky Student Information System (KSIS) tracks student and staff data for all 

Kentucky school districts, and makes the data available in real time to authorized users.  

KSIS data entries meet an array of state reporting requirements that were once met by 

separate paper filings.  It also allows state policy makers to follow student progress more 

closely, providing better information about attendance, graduation, drop out and college 

going rates, data that is helpful in making policy decisions. Infinite Campus is the contractor 

providing the software and servers for KSIS operations. 

 

 The Kentucky Center for Education and Workforce Statistics collects data from early 

childhood, elementary/secondary, postsecondary and teacher licensure and preparation 

programs to allow for informed evaluation and planning. It is a joint effort of the Kentucky 

Department of Education (KDE), the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE), the 

Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB), and the Kentucky Education and 

Workforce Development Cabinet. For example, the linkages provide high schools and 

colleges better information about their graduates, allowing for better policy decisions and by 

linking college graduation data and employment needs, colleges and industry can better plan 

for future workforce needs. It can be found at kentuckyp20.ky.gov. 

 

 Individual Learning Plans (ILP) are intended for each student in grades six through high 

school and are required for high school graduation. Students can explore careers that match 

their skills and interests, create education plans, establish personal goals and revisit these as 

they progress through school, explore colleges and postsecondary opportunities, and collect 

personal information like assessment results, demographic information, and educational 

history.  ILPs are now web-based. For more information check with your school principal, 

counselors or teachers. 

 

 The Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS), is a web-based 

resource designed to provide Kentucky public school educators with the resources needed to 

http://www.education.ky.gov/
http://education.ky.gov/districts/tech/sis/Pages/default.aspx
http://kentuckyp20.ky.gov/
http://education.ky.gov/districts/tech/ciits/Pages/Continuous-Instructional-Improvement-Technology-System.aspx
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offer strong teaching and learning focused on college/career readiness for all. It became 

available August 2011 and will continue to be updated and expanded over time. Teachers can 

access Kentucky academic standards, classroom materials, curriculum materials, lesson 

planning tools, and multi-media instructional resources such as the KET EncycloMedia: 

Discovery Education and SAS Curriculum Pathways. Teachers may also share 

instructional resources they design through CIITS. They can also use CIITS to access state 

assessment data as well as create their own assessments to check student progress and 

determine additional learning needs.  The new Professional Growth and Effectiveness 

System for educators will also operate through CIITS, increasingly creating a unified 

approach to many of the most important applications for student and professional success. 

 

 MUNIS is the software system used across the state by school districts to collect and manage 

school funding, budgeting, accounting and reporting. MUNIS began moving to Cloud-based 

computing in 2011.  

 

 Kentucky Virtual Library is a taxpayer-funded research portal to a wide variety of primary 

sources. It can be found at www.kyvl.org. 

 

 The Kentucky Virtual Campus for K-12 Students offers online courses to students in the  

middle and high school grades, including classes offered by Barren Academy of Virtual and 

Expanded Learning (BAVEL), Jefferson County eSchool, and Kentucky Educational 

Television (KET).  The Virtual Campus replaces the earlier Kentucky Virtual High School.  

For more information go to www.kyvc4k12.org. 

 

 Every school district and every school has a technology coordinator. The Kentucky Board 

of Education also encourages districts to have dedicated technology resource teachers (TRT), 

also called technology integration specialists, who can work with teachers on technology use 

in the curriculum. TRTs are able to go into classrooms and work one-on-one with teachers to 

demonstrate use of technology to create different forms of teaching and learning. New 

policies allow districts to use state technology funds to provide this form of job-embedded 

professional development.  

 

 The Student Technology Leadership Program ™ (STLP) was initiated in 1994 allowing 

students across the state to apply their technology skills to solve school and community 

problems. The program is open to ALL students in all grade levels in every school (P-16) in 

Kentucky. According to the KDE website, “The Mission of the Student Technology 

Leadership Program (STLP™) is to advance individual capabilities; to motivate all students; 

and to create leadership opportunities through the use of technology. It is a school-based 

program allowing students to apply their technology skills to solve school and community 

problems.  

 

WHAT’S NEW? 

 
 State funding for school technology has declined in recent years, and inflation has further 

eroded the buying power of the available dollars. 

 

http://www.ket.org/encyclomedia
http://www.ket.org/encyclomedia
http://www.sascurriculumpathways.com/portal/#/subscribe?accessCode=103157937753
http://www.kyvl.org/
http://www.kyvl.org/
http://www.kyvc4k12.org/
http://www.kyvc4k12.org/
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State Budget Funding for School Technology (in Million of Dollars) 

 From General Fund for All 

Schools 

From Coal Severance 

Dollars for Schools in Coal-

Producing Counties  

2007-08 19.5 0.0 

2008-09 19.5 2.5 

2009-10 19.5 2.5 

2010-11 17.4 2.5 

2011-12 17.2 2.5 

2012-13 16.4 2.5 

2013-14 16.4 2.5 

Source: State Budget Bills at lrc.ky.gov (Does not include reductions made by orders from the Governor) 

 

 Student workstations are starting to fall below statewide minimum standards, according 

to the most recent state data.  The improvements in 2010 and 2011 may reflect the 

availability of federal stimulus funds to support one-time upgrades. 

 

Student Workstations Meeting Statewide Minimum Standards 

 Student 

Workstations 

Number Meeting 

Minimum Standards 

Percent Meeting 

Minimum Standards 

2008 196,535 145,414 74% 

2009 214,480 161,167 75% 

2010 218,982 180,732 83% 

2011 232,111 191,873 83% 

2012 236,743 161,928 68% 

Source: Kentucky Department of Education happlications.education.ky.gov/trs_reports/Default.aspx 

 

 

INFORMATION FOR THE PUBLIC 
  

 Parents and citizens can access school, district and state data from several state websites 

including: 

 

 Kentucky Department of Education's (KDE's) Open House, includes Kentucky 

Student Information System, MUNIS and data from other sources, such as the state 

assessment system, information about achievement, college/career Readiness, GAP, 

growth, school and district profiles, school finance, P-20 Data Collaborative at 

www.openhouse.education.ky.gov.  

 The Kentucky Department of Education, www.education.ky.gov  

 The Council on Postsecondary Education, cpe.ky.gov  

http://www.openhouse.education.ky.gov/
http://www.openhouse.education.ky.gov/
http://www.education.ky.gov/
http://cpe.ky.gov/
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 The Kentucky Center for Education and Workforce Statistics, 

kentuckyp20.ky.gov. 

 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT 

 
 Without an additional infusion of resources for further upgrades, the proportion of school 

technology that meets standards will continue to decline. 

 

 KDE estimates districts will replace about 40 percent of their telephone systems during the 

next two years, and many are expected to transition to Voice Over IP (VOIP) with their 

phone upgrades. This would reduce recurring costs by using nontraditional phone systems 

such as VOIP, managed and/or hosted Voice Service. 

 

 Schools are working on how to use the new technologies as advancements take place. Watch 

for more schools to allow students to use personally-owned devices – smart phones, tablets 

and laptops for example, for learning purposes.   

 

 Teachers and administrators at the schools need to continue to emphasize professional 

development to keep up with new technology and its use for educational purposes.   

 

 District administrators continue to maximize the use of the computerized student, school and 

financial management data systems. This affects school council decisions, budgeting and 

purchasing. 
  

  

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 

  

 Ask questions to find out what is happening with technology in your school or school 

district: 

 What computer programs are used and what do students use computers for? 
 

 How many computers are available to students and how many hours do students work 

on them? 
 

 Are student workstations located in every classroom for use by all students in all 

subjects, or in computer labs limiting use to a few subject areas? 
 

 Does your child have frequent access to tools needed when they graduate (e-mail, 

Internet websites, MS Word, MS Excel, database products, presentation products)? 
 

 Can students bring and use their own electronic device for learning? And if so, how 

do schools assure appropriate use of those tools? 
 

 Is there a Student Technology Leadership Program in your school and how can 

students join? 

 

http://kentuckyp20.ky.gov/


13-6  © Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, August 2013 

 Does your school have high-speed connections to the Internet and do all students 

have e-mail addresses and access? If not, why? 

 

 Does the school have a technology resource teacher who can work one-on-one to 

train teachers in use of technology tools for instruction? 

 

 How can you see or hear the electronic information available about your child while 

visiting the school, from home telephones, and from home computers?  Where can 

you find information about your school and district? 

 

 Does the school allow the community to use their technology resources after school 

hours for the virtual university or other electronic learning opportunities? If not, why? 

  

 Talk with students about technology. Ask what technology tools they use, how much time 

they spend on computers and other devices and how they are used for learning in their 

school. 

  

 To learn more, review the district technology plan and comprehensive school improvement 

plans. Become active in your school’s planning, and advocate for technology that is 

thoroughly integrated into the curriculum of your school by focusing on: 

 

 Staff competencies and professional development for teachers and administrators 

 Integration of technology with learner outcomes and core content 

 Role of technology in assisting students to achieve at higher levels 

 

 Inform yourself and talk with your legislators about technology needs in your school and 

district.  

  

 Visit the Kentucky Department of Education web site to learn more about technology and 

technology standards, KDE’s Open House and the KETS Master Plan for Technology. If you 

don’t have access to a computer, try using one at a school or local public library.    

  

 If you have computer expertise, volunteer to tutor students, help develop the local district or 

school plan, or participate with the Student Technology Leadership Program. 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 
  
Kentucky Department of Education, Office of Education Technology at (502) 564-2020, or 

visit the website at www.education.ky.gov  (search for education technology)  

  

Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, admin@prichardcommittee.org or 

www.prichardcommittee.org, (859) 233-9849 or 271 West Short Street, Suite 202, Lexington, 

KY 40507 

http://www.education.ky.gov/
http://www.prichardcommittee.org/

