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KENTUCKY SCHOOL UPDATES 

 

 READING PROGRAMS 

 

THE BASICS OF THE LAW  

 

 The Read to Achieve Program offers competitive grant funds for schools to implement 

research-based reading intervention programs to those students identified as struggling 

readers.  The early reading intervention program selected by a funded school must be based 

on reliable, replicable research and offer short-term intensive one-on-one or small group 

instruction in essential skills necessary for reading proficiency. Services to struggling readers 

in the primary years are provided by a highly trained, certified teacher specifically hired to 

provide intervention services. 

 

 Reading Recovery is an intense, high quality program for children in the second year of 

primary school (first grade) who struggle as they learn to read. The Collaborative Center for 

Literacy Development supports the implementation of Reading Recovery in districts where 

reading levels are low and can provide more information.  

 

 The Kentucky Reading Project, regional training institutes for elementary school teachers 

with a special focus on reading instruction, was created by the Collaborative Center for 

Literacy Development. Institutes are held across the state each summer for elementary 

teachers.   

 

 The Collaborative Center for Literacy Development: Early Childhood through 

Adulthood is a partnership between the eight state universities, the National Center for 

Family Literacy, the Kentucky Department of Education, the Department of Adult Education 

and Literacy, and other agencies that are involved in and support literacy, language 

development, and reading. Some of its duties include developing a clearinghouse for literacy 

information, collaborating with colleges and universities in literacy training, helping districts 

with students who have poor reading skills, and providing professional development. The 

Center, located at the University of Kentucky, is also responsible for research and evaluation 

of early reading models implemented by local schools and districts. 

 

 In 2000, the legislature passed a comprehensive adult literacy bill requiring the Council on 

Postsecondary Education, in partnership with the Department for Adult Education and 

Literacy, to create a mission and develop a 20-year strategy to raise the knowledge and skill 

level of and ensure lifelong learning opportunities for adults in Kentucky. Kentucky Adult 

Education, housed at the Council on Postsecondary Education, funds adult education centers 

in all 120 counties, working to improve reading and writing and helping non-English 

speakers learn to speak English and function effectively in the workplace, family and society. 

They offer adult education, English as a Second Language, workforce education, classes at 

correctional institutions, online classes and support for advancing from GED to college 

classes. Services are provided locally by school systems, community and technical colleges, 

community-based organizations, educational cooperatives, universities or local government.  
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WHAT’S NEW 
 

 Literacy PERKS. The Literacy Program Effectiveness Review for Kentucky Schools 

(PERKS) is a resource and planning guide for Kentucky schools developed by the Kentucky 

Department of Education to help evaluate and plan for improving literacy from birth through 

high school. It includes the areas of defining literacy, planning, curriculum alignment, 

instruction, motivating/engaging students, professional learning, literacy environment, 

assessments and partnerships for birth through preschool, primary, intermediate, middle and 

high school. An online guide with resources, created by KET and the Department of 

Education is available to help educators develop their plans. Search for PERKS at 

www.education.ky.gov/ and go to 
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/lit/Documents/Literacy%20PERKS%20Planning%20Booklet.pdf 
for the online guide. 

 

 Funding for reading grants has declined in recent years, and inflation has further eroded the 

buying power of the dollars that remain available. 

 
State Funding For Literacy Supports in Millions of Dollars 

 

Collaborative Center for 

Literacy Development 

Early Reading Incentive 

Grant/Read to Achieve 

Program 

2007-08 1.2 23.6 

2008-09 1.4 22.6 

2009-10 1.4 22.6 

2010-11 1.4 18.9 

2011-12 1.3 18.7 

2012-13 1.2 17.9 

2013-14 1.2 17.9 

Source: State Budget Bills at lrc.ky.gov (Does not include reductions made by orders from the Governor) 

 

RESULTS  

 Reading Scores: Average fourth grade scores in reading on the National Assessment for 

Educational Progress (NAEP) have risen from 213 in 1992 which was two points below the 

national average to 225 in 2011, five points above the national average. The focus on 

accountability for learning and the strong focus on reading as shown by the programs above, 

are likely to be the reason Kentucky students have improved.  

 

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
 

 Read to your children and grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and neighbor children. Get in the 

habit of taking them to your local library on a regular basis. Talk with students and parents 

about the importance of reading. Give books as gifts to children.  

http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/lit/Pages/Program-Effectiveness-Review-for-Kentucky-Schools(Literacy%20PERKS).aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/lit/Pages/Program-Effectiveness-Review-for-Kentucky-Schools(Literacy%20PERKS).aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/lit/Documents/Literacy%20PERKS%20Planning%20Booklet.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/lit/Documents/Literacy%20PERKS%20Planning%20Booklet.pdf
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 Print a copy of Put Reading First: Helping Your Child Learn to Read, a guide for parents 

of preschool through grade 3 students, available online. Distribute them to parents in your 

school or schedule a school meeting and have a conversation about what parents can do. Go 

to publication at the National Reading Panel website. See below. 

 

 Volunteer at your local schools to read with students who need extra help or to help with the 

Literacy Plan. (See PERKS above.) 

 

 Help set up a parent/child book club at your school or in your neighborhood for  

students in grades three and above, to encourage reading and discussing books together. 

 

 Ask about reading scores at your middle and high schools. Ask how the school is helping 

students who are not reading on grade level.  

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 
 

Collaborative Center for Early Literacy Development, University of Kentucky, (859) 257-

3604 or www.kentuckyliteracy.org/ 

 

Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education; (502) 573-5114, (800) 928-

7323 or  kyae.ky.gov  

 

Kentucky Congress of Parents and Teachers, Rock and Read Program, (502) 226-6607. 

 

Kentucky Department of Education, (502) 564-4770 www.education.ky.gov (search for 

reading or Read to Achieve)      

 

National Center for Family Literacy, (502) 584-1133, www.famlit.org/ 

 

National Reading Panel. www.nationalreadingpanel.org  

 

Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, admin@prichardcommittee.org or 

www.prichardcommittee.org, (859) 233-9849 or 271 West Short Street, Suite 202, Lexington, 

KY 40507 

 

http://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbrochure.pdf
http://www.kentuckyliteracy.org/
http://www.kentuckyliteracy.org/
http://kyae.ky.gov/
http://www.famlit.org/
http://www.nationalreadingpanel.org/
http://www.prichardcommittee.org/

