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KENTUCKY SCHOOL UPDATES  

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

THE BASICS OF THE LAW 

 

 Kentucky law requires schools to create primary school programs for all students in 

kindergarten through grade three. 

 

 The law lists the following critical attributes in further defining primary school: 

 

 Developmentally-appropriate educational practices or teaching in ways children learn 

best according to their age and development 

 Multiage and multiability classrooms or having children of different ages and abilities 

working together 

 Continuous progress or allowing children to work and progress at their own pace, not 

having to wait for other children to catch up or be pressured because other children are 

waiting for them 

 Authentic assessment or the ongoing documentation of what students actually learn and 

do in their day-to-day activities  

 Qualitative reporting methods or letting parents know what students know and can do 

in a way that focuses on the growth and development of the whole child 

 Professional teamwork or teachers and other staff members working together to help 

students learn 

 Positive parent involvement or involving parents in positive ways to support student 

learning  

 

 In a primary school program, the curriculum matches the individual student's ability 

without regard to a specific grade level. The program is intended to help all students progress 

at their own pace. That includes children who are gifted, have learning differences or 

disabilities, are at risk for educational failure, or who have no identified special learning 

needs. 

 

 School councils (or the school if no council exists) determine the organization of the 

ungraded primary program including the extent to which multiage groups are necessary. This 

organization must be based on the critical attributes and the needs of individual students, 

including the special needs of first year, half-day (kindergarten) students.  

 

 School districts are required to collect data on the number of students who take five years to 

complete the primary program and report it in the annual Demographic Survey. This 

information is included in the School Report Card.   

 

 The state provides full-day funding for a child five years old or younger, who has mastered 

academic and social kindergarten skills and should be enrolled in the full-day program to 

meet their educational needs. Search for Accelerated Placement in Primary at 

www.education.ky.gov.  

http://www.education.ky.gov/
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WHAT’S NEW? 
 

 Elementary schools will be required to conduct Program Reviews of their K-3 (primary 

school program), arts & humanities and writing programs on a rotating basis. Results will be 

reported through the state ASSIST program and will be used in Unbridled Learning: 

College/Career Readiness for All accountability system beginning in 2013-14.  

 

 Beginning with the 2017-18 school year, children will have to be six years old by August 1 

in order to enroll in kindergarten.  

 

RESULTS 

 
 An in-depth study of Kentucky primary programs conducted by the University of Kentucky, 

the Institute of Education Reform and the Kentucky Department of Education, 

Characteristics and Attributes of Primary Programs and Practices, was published February 

2003. Following are some of its findings. Primary teachers in high performing and effective 

classrooms used more developmentally appropriate practices including: 

 

 Promoting autonomy and responsibility in students 

 Promoting active learning 

 Using more hands-on materials 

 Including children in choices 

 Prompting children to discuss and explain their thinking 

 Supporting children in transition from one activity to another 

 Using more computer-based instruction 

 Engaging in extracurricular activities related to arts and humanities 

 Using systematic programs for addressing discipline and guidance issues 

 Individualizing instruction with support from parent volunteers, peer buddies, and 

strategies to address multiple intelligences 

 Using a greater diversity of student evaluation strategies 

 

 In addition, they:  

 Were provided more hours of paid planning, professional development and 

professional teamwork time 

 Were more likely to have families involved in events dealing with transitions from 

preschool to primary and primary to grade four 

 Were more likely to be involved by their principal in school-wide activities or 

responsibilities and were encouraged to assume responsibility for committee work or 

professional issues 

 Reported a greater number of children identified with learning disabilities and were 

knowledgeable about the IEP objectives of their students 
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 Primary teachers in low performing schools: 

 Used fewer hands-on materials 

 Engaged in conversations that were more teacher directed with one-answer or 

memorized-answer questions 

 Used ineffective classroom transitions 

 Used more punitive discipline strategies (suspension and expulsion) 

 Had to purchase their own materials more often 

 Had fewer health and safety resources available in their classrooms 

 Were more likely to use observation as the primary form of student evaluation 

 Were more likely to be involved by their principal in bus duties 

 Were less knowledgeable about IEP objectives for students in their classrooms 

 

 Teachers in this study identified eight characteristics that contribute to effective primary 

programs including: attitudes and dispositions, individualization (working to meet unique 

needs of each student), sound teaching strategies, high quality teachers and staff, active 

family involvement, discipline and guidance, leadership and communication. 

 

 Researchers say the implementation of the primary program varies widely from school to 

school and classroom to classroom. Some teachers have implemented more of the seven 

critical attributes, and some have implemented them better than others.  
 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
 

 Elementary schools began teaching Kentucky’s new Core Academic Standards in language 

arts and mathematics in 2011-12 with the first round of assessment scores released in the fall 

of 2012. Educators and school councils are using this data to make plans for improving 

student achievement with the new assessment and accountability system.  

 

 Each elementary school must implement the primary school program including all of the 

seven critical attributes. Because there is flexibility in how students are grouped, parents may 

notice wide variations from classroom to classroom, and school to school.  

 

 Classrooms should look different from the classrooms most adults experienced. 
 

 Tables or desks are moved together, when appropriate, so children can work in small 

groups 

 Children may change groups frequently to meet their own learning needs 

 Hands-on material is used to help children learn academic skills and concepts 

 Reading areas are arranged where children might sit on the floor or on comfortable 

furniture 

 Students talk together and share things they are learning 

 Students are writing more 

 Learning centers are created around the basics of science, social studies, and so on 

 Children cooperate and work with each other in addition to working on their own 

individual assignments 

 Report cards look different and are more detailed 

 Children are encouraged to read lots of books: textbooks may be used less. 
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 Decisions about when individual children should make the transition into fourth grade are 

made when parents, primary teachers, and fourth grade teachers meet to discuss their 

expectations about what children should know and be able to do. Some students may need to 

spend less than four years in primary, and some students may need an additional year. 

Schools use the Successful Completion of the Primary School Program document to 

guide them in assuring that all students who leave the primary program are prepared for 

fourth grade work. This is available on the department’s website.   

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
 

 If you have a child in the primary program, arrange to visit the classroom to observe what is 

happening. Attend parent-teacher conferences and ask how your child is progressing, what 

his or her goals are for the year, what you can expect students to learn, and how you can help.  

 

 Ask how the school is working to assure that when students leave the primary program they 

have the skills needed for fourth grade. 

 

 If your child needs another year in the primary program, ask what instructional strategies will 

be used to ensure your child will be ready to enter fourth grade. 

 

 If you have a preschool child, attend information sessions about the primary program and 

make arrangements to visit during the school year. 

 

 Inquire about your schools K-3, Arts & Humanities and Writing Program Reviews. 

 

 Encourage the PTA/PTO, parents, and community to help teachers supply their primary 

classrooms with a variety of materials for learning and volunteer as teacher's aide or tutor.  

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 
 

Kentucky Department of Education, Primary Program at (502) 564-2106 or 

www.education.ky.gov (search for primary) 
 

Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, admin@prichardcommittee.org or 

www.prichardcommittee.org, (859) 233-9849 or 271 West Short Street, Suite 202, Lexington, 

KY 40507 

 

http://www.education.ky.gov/
http://www.prichardcommittee.org/

